
CHECKLIST: GYM
LICENSES & PERMITS
YOU SHOULD HAVE
BEFORE OPENING



Use this quick checklist to make sure you’re on track. You can copy, print,
or save it for your setup folder.

Core Licenses & Permits

☐ Business License – Your official approval to operate legally in your city
or county.

☐ Sales Tax Permit – Needed if you sell memberships, merchandise,
drinks, supplements, or services.

☐ Employer Identification Number (EIN) – Required if you plan to hire
staff.

☐ Certificate of Occupancy (CO) – Confirms your space is safe and
approved for public use.

☐ Zoning Permit – Confirms your gym is allowed to operate at your
chosen location.

☐ Health + Safety Permits – Covers sanitation, hygiene, and building
safety checks.

☐ Fire Department Permit – Ensures emergency exits, alarms, and
safety systems meet standards.

☐ CCTV Compliance – Approvals based on state rules for security
cameras and data protection.

☐ Food & Retail Permit – Needed if you sell smoothies, snacks, or ready-
to-eat items.

☐ Music Licensing (BMI/ASCAP/SESAC) – Required if you plan to play
music in your gym or classes.

☐ Air Quality Permit (if required by your state) – Mostly needed for
large spaces or buildings where ventilation has to meet specific rules.



Optional but Helpful Permits

☐ Pool Permit (if you offer aquatic classes or lap pools)

☐ Childcare Permit (if you run a kids’ room or daycare area)

☐ Air Quality Permit (varies by state for on-site laundry services)

Before You Open

☐ Double-check requirements with your city, county, and state

☐ Confirm inspection dates for fire, safety, and building approvals

☐ Keep digital + printed copies of all permits in one folder

☐ Calendar recurring renewals (many permits renew yearly)

☐ Make sure your landlord provides any required building documents
(for CO or zoning)

After Opening

☐ Display required permits where local rules say (often near the
entrance or reception)

☐ Keep inspection logs updated

☐ Renew before deadlines to avoid fines

☐ Update permits if you expand, add new services, or renovate


